
Can You Have Faith and Get Filthy Rich?
Transcript
Ryan [00:00:00]
The phrase, "For the love of money is the root of all evil," is probably the most controversial
line from scripture especially those of us who are driven or want to do something meaningful or
even make a lot of money. This phrase that comes from the book of 2 Timothy is a letter from
Paul to a church explaining to people how to live their lives and how to take care of one
another. And in it he just throws in this sentence of, "For the love of money is the root of all
kinds of evil."

Ryan [00:00:35]
And we throw this phrase around to each other and sometimes use it to carry a lot of guilt
moving forward. But this phrase, this verse, doesn't mean what most people think that it means
and if we actually look at what is being said in this passage we'd find a lot of freedom to pursue
the things that we want to pursue.

Ryan [00:00:56]
Now, if we look at the context of this passage, what Paul is telling the church is the importance
of taking care of one another, the importance of not leaving people like widows and children
out in the cold, not letting each other go hungry. He's encouraging the importance of us being
there for one another and ensuring that those who are in our inner circle are taken care of.

Ryan [00:01:20]
And then he says, "For the love of money is the root of all kinds of evil," and we just pop out
that phrase and use it as a way to feel guilty about wanting more out of life. But if we actually
look at this phrase, Paul uses a really unique word. The phrase, "For the love of money," when
translated from its original Greek is the word philarguria, and the interesting thing about this
word is it's the only time it's ever used in scripture.

Ryan [00:01:54]
Usually, we can cross-reference what phrases or words mean, especially since Paul wrote so
much of the New Testament, we can find where else he used that word. But he only uses
philarguria one time and it's in this phrase. Now, if we look at that original word of philarguria,
we kind of carelessly translate it as the love of money. We kind of assume that the English
translation is accurate. But since it's the only time that word is used, translating it into common
words like love and money aren't quite accurate.

Ryan [00:02:36]
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What that word, philarguria, more closely translates to is something like the word avarice in
English. This insatiable appetite. This need that can't be met. This unbelievable desire that we
can't quite fulfill. It's this never ending need to get more. And that is the root of all kinds of evil.

Ryan [00:03:06]
If you think about your life and you think about the times when you've acted out of character or
the times that you have done something that you regretted, it was never because you were in a
really, really good place. It was never because you were feeling content or full of gratitude or
appreciating everything around you.

Ryan [00:03:26]
It was because you were feeling a sense of lack. It's because there was something that you
were wanting that you weren't getting. It was because you were perceiving your own state of
life as not having enough or not being complete. That's avarice. That's philarguria. It's
operating out of this state of lack. And we can operate from a state of lack in any situation.

Ryan [00:03:55]
We can be business leaders and operate from a state of lack. We can be parents and operate
from a state of lack. We can be students and operate from a state of lack. We can be politicians
and operate from a place of lack. And when you're operating from that place, how do you
show up? You're usually trying to get something from other people. You project your sense of
lack onto the world and you cry its injustices and then you try to take from other people.

Ryan [00:04:23]
That's avarice. That's philarguria. So, when you feel this sense of lack, and we've all felt this
from time to time, you feel like the world is scarce, you feel like there is not enough, you feel
like there is injustice in the world and you show up with that belief and you treat others
according to that belief, that is the root of all kinds of evil. That determines how you treat
people and how you show up to that negotiation, to that business meeting, to that interaction
with your parents or with your children or with those that you love.

Ryan [00:05:00]
If you believe in God's provision, if you believe in God's abundance, then showing up with that
state of lack is in direct conflict with the belief that God provides. You're rejecting that idea by
showing up with avarice, with philarguria. So, what Paul is saying is that the sense of lack, the
perception of lack, is the root of all kinds of evil. And he goes on to talk about contentment
and being generous and giving to others.
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Ryan [00:05:34]
Now, the irony of this is that those of us in the West often translate this and use it as a way to
feel guilty about success, guilty about creating wealth, guilty about success in business. But if
you look at the most successful people in business, the most successful people in the world,
they created something from a place of abundance, from a place of service. The way to get
rich, the way to make money, the way to build wealth is to constantly be in a place of service.

Ryan [00:06:10]
Money is the byproduct of being in a place of service. Are there people who lie and cheat their
way to success? Sometimes in the short run. But those who win in the long term are showing
up from that state of abundance. They're showing up with the intent of giving first. And we've
all had those interactions with people who show up with some sort of a veiled intent, an intent
to get, an intent to extract, an intent to get their piece of the pie rather than to create from a
place of abundance.

Ryan [00:06:47]
And none of us like interacting with or doing business with those people. They're showing up
with avarice, with philarguria and it's that that is the root of all kinds of evil. So, instead of
interpreting this as a reason to feel guilty or as a reason to avoid success, it's instead a
reminder that there is abundance. It's a reminder that the perception of lack is what kills
success, is what kills contentment, is what kills happiness and the opposite of that, showing up
in a state of service, of gratitude, of appreciation is the root of all kinds of goodness and all
kinds of abundance.

Ryan [00:07:33]
And the byproduct of that just happens to be often success and growth. So, if you're a
growth-minded person, if you're an entrepreneur, if you're a business leader, this passage is
simply a reminder to be grateful, to be appreciative, and to give from a place of service
because that's where abundance comes from.

Ryan [00:07:56]
It's a true stat that 99% of business owners never clear a million dollars and that is why I started
a mentoring group called The One Percent. I have helped hundreds of entrepreneurs cross 7
figures. There's a reason why that's the case and it's because we have a formula that works
really well. And this year in 2021, we've introduced mastermind groups at each level of the
process. That's the grind, the growth, and the gold. So, when you come join us inside The One
Percent, you'll be partnered with other entrepreneurs who are at your level to help you get
through that level and accelerate onto the next step in your journey.

3



Ryan [00:08:37] ​
You'll be following the same roadmap that I teach in my book 12 Months to $1 Million. That's
why we have such a high success rate getting people to where they want to be. So, go to
Capitalism.com/1. Scroll to the bottom, hit the join button, and for less than you spent on
eating out this past month, you'll be in a room of entrepreneurs who are pushing you to go
from where you are right now to the next step of the process. It will be the best investment that
you make all year. Come join us. We're ready for you. Go to Capitalism.com/1.
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